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SECRET 

PAGE 01 MANAGU 00339 242220Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 SP-02 SSO-OO /032 W 

124869 242222Z/64 

O 242208Z JAN 78 ZFF4 

FM AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 5472 

AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA NIACT IMMEDIATE 

SECRET MANAGUA 0339 


Message Text 


TEGUCIGALPA FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN FROM AMBASSADOR 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (TODMAN, TERENCE A.), NU 
SUBJECT: SOMOZA'S POSITION ON TODMAN VISIT 


1 . AMBASSADOR TALKED TO PRESIDENT SOMOZA ON PHONE AT 1530 JANUARY 
24 TO CONFIRM HIS ATTITUDE REGARDING THE VISIT. THE PRESIDENT SAID 
HE IS NOT GOING TO TELL ASST. SECTY TODMAN NOT TO COME. SOMOZA 
SAID IF HE WANTS TO COME LET HIME COME EVEN WITH ALL THE IMPLICA- 
TIONS THIS WOULD HAVE. FURTHER, SOMOZA SAID, THERE IS PRESENTLY AN 
ANOMALOUS SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY. HOWEVER, HE SAID, HE WOULD TRY 
TO OVERCOME THE HURDLES TO THE VISIT WHICH EXIST AT THIS TIME. 


2. THIS STATEMENT IS NO CHANGE FROM OUR PREVIOUS UNDERSTANDING THAT 
SOMOZA WOULD PREFER THE VISIT NOT TAKE PLACE BUT IS UNWILLING 
TO HAVE THE GONTAKE THE PUBLIC RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
THE CANCELLATION. 
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